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ROTARY IN ROMSEY
Look what we've been up to!
Welcome to our Spring update.

We hope this email finds you safe and well.
It has been a really difficult year for everyone. Fundraising has been
exceptionally difficult. Many of our wonderful activities in and around the
town had to be cancelled however, Rotary in Romsey have been able to
stay active in other ways. We have had some great speaker sessions via
zoom and we have had time to look to the future and plan ahead.
Keep reading to find out what we have planned this year.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Rotary Mayor's Picnic Sunday 18th July
This will be subject to the Government’s “roadmap” staying on track and
no new restrictions being introduced.

Planning has started and organisations are being contacted. It may have
to be a lower key event, as some organisations will not be back up to
performing etc. and additional safety precautions may well be necessary
to ensure that is as risk free as possible. Please check our Facebook
page and website for more details as they evolve.
Most importantly SAVE the DATE!
If you are interested in having a stall please contact
nigel.budd@googlemail.com

BIG NEWS !!
Walk the Test Way
26th September 2021
The final total raised for 31 charities from our 2020 event was
over £26,000
The big news to report is that we are now well advanced in our planning
for Rotary Test’s key event ‘Walk the Test Way’ which is being
scheduled for Sunday 26th September 2021. The working assumption is
that the Walk will follow the traditional format of previous years. This is of
course conditional on being able to comply with whatever Covid related
restrictions/guidelines may be in place at the time.

This year we look forward to the prospect of having all club members
involved again and having the walkers interact with us on walk day and
hope you’re all looking forward to it too.

The website is open for information only at present on
www.walkthetestway.org.uk. Registrations aren’t possible at the moment;
this function won’t open until the 1st of June at the earliest when we will
make a decision on whether the Walk can go ahead and whether any
restrictions will have to be imposed. You will appreciate that the
uncertainty created by Coronavirus means we are being cautious not to
commit to marketing the walk to avoid building undeliverable expectations
amongst walkers or incurring expenditure until we are satisfied that we
can safely run the event. This will be particularly significant as we hope to
bring the total raised by our club for charities and good causes to over
£1,000,000!

Nothing can be confirmed until June but please check our website or
Facebook page for updates and more information which will be included in
our July/August Newsletter.

LOTS OF ZOOM CALLS!!
Despite of the pandemic we have kept in touch with our members. We
have been organising monthly zoom talks as we are unable to meet in
person.
We have had some brilliant talks since Christmas. To name a few:-

We had an excellent talk from a polio survivor Colin Powell. As a result of
polio he spent the first four years of his life in hospital followed by further
long stints, which meant that he had no proper schooling until the age of
eleven. As a result of polio he was not able to enjoy the sports field but
did study and qualified as a chartered accountant, eventually running his
own practice. He has also served as a JP and is a Rotarian and world
famous in his public speaking roles for End Polio Now. He has achieved
more than most of us. Most inspirational. We are planning to hold a polio
fundraising evening at Hillier’s in October.

Cheese tasting evening courtesy Jonathan Broomfield, who is an
international cheese judge with Waitrose. This went very well but
cholesterol levels are reported to be high within the Club!!!
April was a great talk from the Inspirational Dmitrijs Meiksans, Youth
Ambassador Member of Youth Parliament for North West Hampshire
Talking on the "Power of Youth" check out his facebook page
We are looking forward to June when we will hear from Mercy Ships. The
Mercy ships are hospital ships carrying emergency health activities and
projects operating mainly off the west coast of Africa.

LOCAL SUPPORT
We have been holding Zoom meetings and communicating with schools
and charities to see where we can be of help once we return to the new
normal.
We are continuing to support our local food bank and have managed to
increase our donations in the last month by £800.
We are also keen to continue our support to Youth in Romsey and, as
part of this, hope to be able to restart our Breakfast meetings with them
once it is considered safe.
We have also helped volunteer with the Covid Vaccination Clinic in
Romsey.

INTERNATIONAL SUPPORT
End Polio campaign has been successful in eradicating polio from
Africa.
Our two Clubs run an annual fund-raising event with Sir Harold Hillier
Gardens to help focus on supporting the End Polio Now campaign
displaying crocus each February. The focus now is on final worldwide
eradication of the disease in Pakistan and Afghanistan. Many of the
advancements made in the treatment of Polio are being used in the
development of Covid 19 vaccinations.
We very much look forward to holding this event in 2021 which we hope
will be held in October.
We will keep you updated with the plans.

THANK YOU EVERYONE FOR ALL YOUR
AMAZING SUPPORT

Check out our Facebook and Instagram pages to be kept up to date with
our events.
Or Visit our Website.

JOIN US - BECOME A MEMBER

We are always looking out for new members to join us. If you would like
to become a member of Rotary in Romsey please use the links above
to contact us.
Where others see problems, we see solutions, tapping in to our
professional skills, expertise and knowlege to make a difference in our
local communities as well as internationally.
We have lots of different members from all different walks of life from
business owners, employed to retired. The diversity is what makes
Rotary so special.
Help us spread the word by forwarding this newsletter to anyone
who you think might be interested. They can sign up for their own
copy using the link button below.

Lunchtime Club
Sign Up Here

Evening Club
Sign up here

thank you for all your support
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