
SERVICE ABOVE SELF

The aim of these quarterly Newsletters is to keep people and organisations informed about our club.   It tells them 
what we have done recently, alerts them to what we are planning and, where appropriate, highlights opportunities to 
become involved in our activities.  We would welcome feedback from readers.  John Gould - Editor  

As you read this we will be approaching the Chinese New Year, the Year of the Sheep which is apparently a year of 
solidarity, harmony and calmness.......is this an omen for the last few months of my Presidential year?
 
Much has occurred since the last issue in October 2014 and much is also in the pipeline for the next few months 
as the items in this Newsletter will indicate. One of the highlights has been the growth and success of our Business 
Partners scheme which aims to give opportunities to local businesses to become involved, either through financial 
sponsorship or support in kind, in the events we organise. This success has been demonstrated by the presentation 
of “Certificates of Thanks” to a number of supporting businesses; the receipt of a cheque from Waitrose following the 
inclusion of the Club’s Dictionaries4Life project in their Community Matters scheme and significant sponsorship for 
the forthcoming Young Musician, Young Technologist and Reminiscences of Romsey events from several companies 
including Wheelers Travel and Chemring. This first class business support, for which we are extremely grateful, al-
lows us to use the funds we raise, principally through Walk the Test Way, for other charitable activities elsewhere.   If 
you know of companies who might be interested in joining the scheme we would very much like to hear from them.
 
Another highlight was perhaps one of our social activities..... the Club Christmas Dinner...... held at Restaurant 54 at 
Ampfield Golf Club  when 95 members and their partners enjoyed an excellent meal; the singing of Suzanne Poole, 
who was the winner of the vocal section of last year’s Young Musician Festival, and an impromptu pantomime per-
formance from some of the Club members. We also retained the Rotary Wessex regional skittles championship and 
the ladies of Romsey Inner Wheel also became their area skittles champions!  You may be asking yourself, “Why is 
he writing about social events?”. The answer is simply to reflect that while the Club members undertake a significant 

amount and wide range of charitable work we also make sure that we enjoy 
ourselves and have fun, which brings me nicely to the subject of membership.
 
You will be aware, from our Newsletters and perhaps from practical experience, 
of the scope of the Club’s activities and I’d like to hope there are some of these 
that interest you. Though we currently have 57 members, we are still keen to 
enlarge the available pool of enthusiasm and talent to help both our local com-
munity and international projects. We would therefore very much like to hear 
from any of you for whom the Rotary principle of “Service before Self” resonates 
so that we may explore how you might become involved........ please remember 
that the help and commitment you could bring to the Club significantly outweigh 
the need to attend every weekly Club meeting.
 
Finally, those of you who have visited Romsey Town Hall recently will have seen 
the new stair lift, and I’m very pleased to say that the Club was able to provide 
a modest financial contribution to help to make the Council Chamber and the 
Town Hall offices more accessible.

Gren Lamb-Hughes            President

Footnote: As the Club was chartered on 4th April, 25 years ago, it is intended 
that our next Newsletter will reflect on what we have achieved and what we hope 
to achieve.

New Year - Chinese style
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The Town Hall chair lift, proudly 
sporitng its “Supported by Rotary 

Club of Romsey Test” sticker.
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Walk the Test Way 2014 - records broken   
The 2014 walk was a very special one.  For the first time we had over 700 walkers who together raised a record sum of 
over £72,000 in a single day. That takes the total sum raised since the walk began in 2004 to over £500,000.

Some charities were very effective in getting large numbers of walkers out on the day and the table below highlights the 
top ten who together raised £14,000.  (The red text links to their web sites).   The full list of the 130 charities who benefit-
ted and the amounts they raised can be found on the Walk The Test Way website.   

Postscript.  Heather Parsons walked a full marathon distance in a ball gown in 2013 for her 
charity “Where there’s a Will” and walked again in 2014.  Heather has been chosen as one of 
six contestants in  People’s Strictly Come Dancing in aid of Comic Relief.  Seven walkers raised 
almost £800 for her charity last year.

Let’s break more records in 2015

As well as tying up the loose ends of last years walk our Club’s Fundraising/
Walk team are already preparing for the 2015 event which will be on Sunday 
October 11th.  Please put that date in your diary and encourage your friends 
and colleagues to use the walk to raise funds for THEIR favourite charity.  

66 walkers

Raised £5510
 Oracle Cancer Trust is leading research into head and 

neck cancer in the UK.

38 walkers

Raised £1210
Cancer Research UK is the world’s leading charity dedi-

cated to beating cancer through research..

32 walkers

Raised £650
The Rotary Club of Romsey Test’s trust fund supports and 
carries out charitable work around Romsey and overseas.

29 walkers

Raised £2310
Romsey Young Carers supports young carers in Romsey 

and Southern Test Valley.

22 walkers

Raised £1070
Since 2007 the HIOW air ambulance has provided cover for 

Hampshire and the Isle of Wight

22 walkers

Raised £610
Macmillan provides specialist health care, information and 

financial support to people affected by cancer.

18 walkers

Raised £860

The Rose Road Association has been providing high qual-
ity services for disabled children and young people for 60 

years.

17 walkers

Raised £410

The 10th Romsey (Woodley and Crampmoor) Scout Group 
provides high-quality Scouting for young people between 

the ages of 6 and 18 years old.

17 walkers

Raised £1110

Alzheimer’s Society is a membership organisation, which 
works to improve the quality of life of people affected by 

dementia in England, Wales and Northern Ireland.

17 walkers

Raised £490

Hospices that offering palliative care including respite, 
emergency and end of life care for life-limited and life-

threatened children and young adults.

http://walkthtestway.org.uk
http://oraclecancertrust.org/
http://www.cancerresearchuk.org
http://www.rotaryclubofromseytest.org
http://www.romseyyoungcarers.org.uk/
http://www.hiow-airambulance.org.uk/
http://www.macmillan.org.uk/Home.aspx
https://www.roseroad.org.uk/
http://10thromseyscouts.org.uk/
http://www.alzheimers.org.uk/
http://https://www.naomihouse.org.uk/
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Any of you who have attended our 
Club’s events will probably recog-
nise Graham Holllier from his smart 
dress (tuxedo no less) and his Mid-
lands accent and wit.

The Club has recognised Graham’s 
many contributions, not just to the 
Club but as a major player in the lo-
cal Scouting movement, by award-
ing him a Paul Harris Fellowship.

These Fellowships, named after 
the founder of Rotary, are awarded 
in recognition of significant service 
to the community either at home or 

overseas. While most are awarded to Rotary members, ex-
ceptionally they may be awarded to non-Rotarians.

Award for 
“The voice of Rotary”

Business partners 
news

In mid November the Club entertained its Business part-
ners to dinner.  It was a chance to express the Club’s 
thanks for the support we had received from them over 
the past 6 months and for them , and the Club members 
to  hear from Dr Simon Crewe about the first phase of the 
Rotary Dentaid project in Timor Leste for which we had 
received a Rotary Foundation Grant.

Some of our Business Partners (missing Nicola Denbigh 
and Charmaine Browning Roke/ Chemring)

Certificates of thanks were awarded to Bettavend, Trek-
wear, Fotogems and Pebble Graphics.

  

During the meeting the Club received a cheque from Wait-
rose, Romsey for £450 towards the cost of   the Dictionar-
ies4Life that will be given to Romsey area primary school 
children on October 2015.

Future Youth events
We are in the final stages of preparation for our annual 
Youth competitions

 Rotary Youth Speaks involving senior 
and intermediate teams from Hamp-
shire Collegiate, Mountbatten and 
Romsey Schools will be in the Coun-
cil Chamber at Romsey Town Hall on 
Wednesday 11 February starting at 
1800.

Our Young Young Musicians’ Festival is 
on Sunday evening February 15th in the 
Lantern Theatre at Mountbatten School. 
Entries close on January 31st but we al-
ready have a good collection of talented 
young people who will show us their skills. 
Partial funding for this event has been 
provided by one of our business partners, 
Wheelers Travel.

If you would like to attend either of these events you are 
welcome to come along 
.

And finally our Young Technologist com-
petition will be in the Crosfield Hall on 
March 4th.  This event is jointly sponsored 
by Business Partners Wheelers Travel 
and Chemring and will feature  teams from 
St Anne’s School, Southampton, Hamble 
College and  Mountbatten School.  We 

anticipate entries from Romsey, Test Valley and Harrow 
Way Schools. 

Well done Wellow!
Each year our Club takes part in the Rotary Wessex Shoe-
box appeal collecting shoeboxes filled with presents for 
disadvantaged children in the Balkans and Philllippines.  
Wellow Primary School always come up trumps and this 
year was no exception the school filled 44 boxes, one third 
of the Club’s total. 

http://www.dentaid.org/rotary/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yLLQ7VTvWT4
http://www.bettavend.co.uk/
https://www.trekwear.co.uk/
https://www.trekwear.co.uk/
http://www.fotogems.com/
http://www.pebblegraphics.co.uk/
http://www.dictionary4life.com/
http://www.dictionary4life.com/
http://www.rotarygbi.org/what-we-do/youth-competitions/
http://www.rotarygbi.org/what-we-do/youth-competitions/
http://www.rotarygbi.org/what-we-do/youth-competitions/


A generous donation of Rotary umbrellas from a mem-
ber of Salisbury Rotary Club encouraged Romsey Test 

members, who 
were prepar-
ing for what-
ever the winter 
would bring. 
to make char-
ity donations.  
Here they are 
on a dark and 
rainy Novem-
ber evening.
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About our Club and about Rotary
The Rotary Club of Romsey Test was started in 1990 and pres-
ently has 58 members.  The Club was an offshoot of the Ro-
tary Club of Romsey (the lunchtime club) that meets on Tuesday 
lunchtimes at the White Horse hotel. We are part of Rotary Inter-
national and Rotary International of Britain and Ireland. 

Rotary’s objectives and principles are :-
•  The development of acquaintance as an opportunity for 

service;
•  High ethical standards in business and professions;
•  Service in each Rotarian’s personal, business, and  

community life;
•  The advancement of international understanding, goodwill 

and peace.

Our club is overseen by its Council made up of the Chairs of the 
Club’s committees, Secretary and Treasurers.  

The Club’s committees are
•   Club Service  - responsible for running the club.  
•   Community Service – dealing with service to the local 

community
•   Fund-raising – primarily focussed on our major fundrais-

ing event, Walk the Test Way. 
•   Youth Opportunities -  focussed on our work with young 

people around Romsey
•   International – dealing with our international giving and 

including our partnership with Dentaid to produce the 
Rotary Dentaid Box.

•   Foundation  - Rotary Foundation is Rotary’s own charity 
and deals with such global projects as the eradication of 
polio

•   Membership - covering recruitment and retention.
•   Sports and Social 

President           Gren Lamb-Hughes  
Senior Vice President Neil Duncan  
Junior Vice President Tony Trowsdale            
Community Service         Peter Welsh
Membership                    Colin Staples  
Youth Opportunities       Jon Livingstone
Fundraising    Greg Hall
International           Philip Kirkland
Rotary Foundation           Tony Trowsdale
Sports and Social             Tony Abbott
Publicity   Neill Beasley
Business Partners John Gould
Hon Secretary                 Iain Small 
Trust Fund Treasurer       John Jones
Club Treasurer                 Paul Grainger  

Ready for the Weather ...............  and waiting for spring.
Each autumn the Club members plant bulbs in open 
spaces round Romsey.  You will see them on the 
bypass, at the 
Luzbourough 
roundabout and 
at Romsey hospi-
tal The crocuses 
and daffodils 
are, in part, a 
reminder on the 
continuing effort 
by Rotary to 
eradicate polio.  

News in brief

●  We took 16 Romsey Young carers to the pantomime 
Mother Goose at Salisbury Theatre.

● Just before Christmas we gave 10 food hampers, each 
valued at £50, to a local womens’ refuge

● On December 10th our speaker was David Stone, the 
former head gardener at Mottisfont Abbey the home 
of the national collection of historic  roses.  David 
was awarded BEM in the New Years honours for his 
services to horticultural heritage.  Congratulations.

●  In January we had a fascinating talk from Peter Wil-
cock on his experiences as  volunteer crew on the 
Clipper round the world race.  We never realised that 
disinfection was such a large part in ocean racing.

●  Planning is in hand for the Rotary “Cycle the Coast“ 
event on July 21st in aid of Prostate Cancer charities. 
There will also be a local family event in the Grounds 
of Broadlands Estate organised jointly with the Ro-
tary Club of Romsey. 

Who’s Who (July 2014 to June 2015)

Diary
Meetings	  are	  normally	  in	  Romsey	  Town	  Hall	  19.00	  for	  1930	  

First	  Wednesday	  each	  month	  is	  a	  Business	  Meeting.	  	  	  
Other	  events	  are	  highlighted	  in	  Yellow.	  	  Major	  events	  in	  bold	  

Date	   Speaker	  topic	  or	  event	   Speaker/	  
organiser	   Venue	  

Wed	  4	  Feb	   Business	  Meeting	   	   	  

Wed	  11	  Feb	   Youth	  Speaks	  competition	   Fred	  Stanley	  
Frank	  Smiley	  

Town	  Hall	  Council	  
chamber	  

Sun	  15	  Feb	   Young	  Musicians’	  Festival	   Jon	  Livingstone	  
Lantern	  Theatre	  
Mountbatten	  

School	  
Wed	  18	  Feb	   Chinese	  New	  Year	   Tony	  Abbott	   Mandarin	  Chef	  
Wed	  25	  Feb	   Romsey	  Sea	  Cadets	   Stuart	  Mitchell	   	  
Wed	  4	  Mar	   Rotary	  Young	  Technologist	   Martin	  Harman	   Crosfield	  Hall	  

Wed	  11	  Mar	   “Shading	  rivers”	  
Hampshire	  and	  IOW	  Wildlife	  Trust	   Ali	  Morse	   	  

Sat	  14	  Mar	   Reminiscences	  of	  Romsey	   Norman	  Oldmeadow	   Crosfield	  Hall	  

Wed	  18	  Mar	   “Adventures	  in	  South	  America”	  
Neil	  Duncan	  

Margaret	  Keightly	  
Greg	  Hall	  

	  

Wed	  25	  Mar	   Business	  Meeting	   	   	  

Wed	  1	  April	   Club’s	  25th	  Anniversary	  Dinner	   	   Town	  Hall	  Council	  
chamber	  

Wed	  8	  Apr	   To	  be	  arranged	   	   	  

Mon	  13	  Apr	   Winchester	  Prison	  –	  past	  and	  
present	  

Joint	  meeting	  arranged	  by	  
Inner	  Wheel	   Ampfield	  GC	  

Wed	  15	  Apr	   To	  be	  arranged	   	   	  
Sat	  18	  Apr	   Know	  your	  Blood	  Pressure	  Day	   Debs	  Bower	   Cornmarket	  
18	  Apr-‐5	  Jul	   Tell	  us	  your	  wish	   Stuart	  Wineberg	   	  

Wed	  22	  Apr	   Business	  Partners	  event	  
“The	  Army	  –	  What	  a	  laugh”	   David	  Harrison	   Town	  Hall	  Council	  

chamber	  
Further	  ahead	  

15-‐17	  Jun	   Young	  Enterprise	   	   Romsey	  School	  

Sun	  21	  Jun	   RIBI	  Round	  Britain	  Cycle	  Relay	  for	  
Prostate	  Cancer	  Charities	  

Graham	  Lee	  (district	  event)	  
Tony	  Trowsdale	  (local	  event)	  

	  
Broadlands	  

Sun	  5	  Jul	   Mayors	  Picnic	   Peter	  Stuckey	   Memorial	  Park	  
Sun	  11	  Oct	   Walk	  the	  Test	  Way	   Fundraising	  Committee	   	  
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