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Rotary in Romsey
What we've been up to!

AUTUMN UPDATE
Covid has certainly not been easy for everyone. Restrictions put a major
break on Rotary activities for both Rotary Clubs in Romsey.
Alot of our events this year had to be cancelled, Reminiscences of
Romsey, our Rotary Mayor’s Picnic, the Relay Marathon.
Walk the Test Way however was remodelled "Walk the
Test Another Way" and has managed to raised over £23,000. Thank you
so much to all who have supported this new way of walking!!

It's not too late to join in and raise money for local charties who are in
need of your support. The walk closed on the 30th September 2020

REGISTER HERE

A new Rotary year has begun.

July sees the election of a new President for each club for 2020/2021.
We welcomed Geoff Rhodes for Romsey Rotary via zoom call

and Bryan Rickett for Rotary Test.
We are all looking forward to an exciting year ahead.

LOCAL SUPPORT

We have been looking at alternative way in which we can help support
local charities and we have been busy providing support to
Romsey Foodbank
Since lockdown we have raised £7,500
Unity Charity
Funds for much needed PPE and phone line assistance
Romsey Community Pantry £250 for food storage racking
Romsey Opportunity Group £400 for the playground at the Appletree
Centre
Butterflies Bereavement £250 allowing them to re-open to commence face
to face meetings.

We have also been making protective scrubs and bags for care homes
and surgeries in the area.

Rotary in Romsey and REMAP
joined forces to give baby Quentin a ride with his mum.

Sometimes help can arrive via a roundabout route.
When baby Quentin arrived on the scene, Dad Paul realised that
something was needed for the family to continue to enjoy their walks.
Mum Billie suffers from Lupus so her wheelchair greatly extends their
range on outings in the fresh air. First Paul contacted Romsey Men’s
Shed but realising this was a bit specialist, Ron from Romsey Shed
contacted Bill who does some work for a charity called REMAP.
REMAP specialise in engineering aids for the disabled. Searching the
REMAP website turned up the wonderful design pictured above. Materials
for the baby carrier were jointly funded by REMAP and Romsey Test
Rotary.
Following a very enjoyable outing in the recent sunshine Paul wrote to Bill
“ It’s great Bill. We are very happy with it and it draws a lot of attention.
Quentin loves the seat. Billie and I are very pleased and extremely
grateful for the help provided by REMAP and Rotary in Romsey.”

So sometime roundabout routes to help can lead to enabling long and
enjoyable roundabout walks in the sunshine! If you or someone you know
have a practical health related problem you can contact REMAP
at www.remap.org.uk

INTERNATIONAL SUPPORT

Our support for the school for disadvantaged children in Mulpani,
Nepal has continued with a donation of £1100 to construct a ceiling
between the roof and the classrooms themselves which is needed to keep
dust out in the summer and to combat condensation in the winter. We
have also just donated £750 to contribute towards improving the very
rudimentary audio/visual facilities at the school. The Rotary Club of North
East Kathmandu has been working with us and manage the donations on
our behalf.
End Polio campaign has been successful in eradicating polio from
Africa.
The two Clubs run an annual fund-raising event with Sir Harold Hillier
Gardens to help focus on supporting the End Polio Now campaign
displaying crocus each February. The focus now is now set for the for
final worldwide eradication of the disease in Pakistan and
Afghanistan. Many of the advancements made in the treatment of Polio
are being used in the development of Covid 19 vaccinations.

£2,300 was donated in June 2020 as part of an ongoing project we have
with Kaira Konko Scout Support

The club made a decision to support the Kaira Konko Active Scout
Support, or KK for short. KK is a Scout Lodge that over the past 25 years
has been developed and built by Hampshire Scouts. The lodge currently
consists of a large community hall, kitchen, bantaba, dormitory rooms and
en-suite rooms. The idea is that the hall can be given to/rented out to local
government agencies, NGOs and charities providing essential services to
the local town. The rooms can also be let to traveling businessmen,
UK/US/European Scout Groups on expeditions, Birders (The Gambia is
renowned for its birds) and Backpackers.
The profits from the rooms will go into community use, such as providing
wells, schools, hospital facilities and educational programmes on how to
grow more productive rice varieties, etc. So our support should, over a
period of time, create a self-sustaining structure that one day will reduce
the need for UK based funds.
The total sum committed is £15,000 of which £5,100 remains to be paid
over the course of the next two years “subject to the Club Council being
satisfied that sufficient funds are available within the Trust Account”

Jackie Heath of Kaira Konko Scout Support visited the Lodge in February
2020 and was delighted with the progress.
The new hall was fully decorated and we were honoured to welcome the

British High Commissioner, Sharon Wardle to our first event in the
refurbished space. She came to present thank you certificates to the
Scout band who had played the National Anthems (Gambian and British)
at an event to present honorary commonwealth MBEs at the British High
Commission earlier in the year.
The hall looked amazing with new lighting, air conditioning window,
curtains, tiles and ceiling all now complete to a very high standard.

We are also very proud of the truly unique and fabulous triptych of artwork
from our friend the esteemed Gambian artist Ngou
Touray. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yth32QyiuQQ
The work had been commissioned to represent all aspects of Kaira Konko
and our work in the community.
Kaira Konko has been closed for a number of weeks (COVID-19),but has
now re-opened and the hall is being used for training events.
The porch/ canopy at the front of the hall (to prevent water entering the
hall in the rainy season and provide a dry entrance) is still to be completed
and since February work has been slow at Kaira Konko because of the
country wide lock down, making it difficult to source materials and the start
of the rainy season. However, the external concrete slab is in place, as
are the external porch piers and roof steelwork so we only need corrugate
to be installed and floor tiling to complete the hall refurbishment.
We were pleased to see progress on the traditional kitchen in February
with walls and the ring beam in place. The gable walls are next to be
completed and roof trusses, corrugate for the roof will be installed. Next
will be the ovens and chimney and finishes.
Unlike in UK, our projects progress as and when we have funds available.
So, the funds gratefully received in June from Rotary will go towards the
porch and kitchen.

With thanks for your on-going support
J Heath, Kaira Konko Active Support Unit Chair
https://www.kairakonko.com
20 July 2020

THANK YOU EVERYONE FOR ALL YOUR
AMAZING SUPPORT

Thank you to Stewart who drove his Garden Tram 1.6 miles from
its Depot in Whitenap, via Palmerston Street to Youth In Romsey
headquarters near the Rapids back in July 2020. He has raised just over
£1,000 so far.
"I knew that many local charities were struggling with current condition’s, I
decided to do something different to raise funds for ‘Youth in Romsey’ and
it would be a great way of marking the completion of the tramway"
Youth in Romsey said:Thanks to Stewart's brilliant garden tram, and his Walk the Test Another
Way Challenge to complete the equivalent distance from his home to
Youth in Romsey in laps of the track, he has raised just under £1000 for
us! And it couldn't have come at a better time, with the challenges we face
from COVID and increased demand for our services.
Such an amazing fundraiser and every penny will support the essential
work we do for young people in the community.
Thank you so much to all those who donated and supported this
challenge, we are so grateful.
Watch the journey via uTube https://youtu.be/xa4HKRPFfuk

We met with Jill Stein co-owner of the Stein restaurant group (bottom right
picture) and presented her with her medal after completing her fundraising
efforts on behalf of St Petrocs, charity for homeless based in Padstow,
Cornwall. Jill and her team including co-owner Rick Stein all completed 25
mile charity walks during lockdown. In total 7 members Stein’s staff
completed the challenge, including Penny Searles seen here (Top left)
with Jill being presented with her medals by Sandy Dunn, chairman of the
Walk the Test Way committee. The other two photos are views taken
during their walk.

Thank you so much to all who support Rotary in Romsey, without you we
simply cannot do all the great work that we do.
Check out our Facebook and Instagram pages to be kept up to date with
our events. The links are at the bottom of this newsletter.

BECOME A MEMBER
We are always looking out for new members to join us. If you would like
to become a member of Rotary in Romsey please use the links below to
contact us.
Where others see problems, we see solutions, tapping in to our
professional skills, expertise and knowlege to make a difference in our
local communities as well as internationally.
We have lots of different members from all different walks of life from

business owners, employed to retired. The diversity is what makes
Rotary so special.

Help us spread the word by forwarding this newsletter to anyone who you
think might be interested. They can sign up for their own copy using the
link button below.

Sign Up Here
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