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Walk the Test Way 2016 - Helping your community
The 2016 walk - the 13th of these annual events was,
once again, blessed with perfect weather. Every one
of the 600 or so walkers was motivated to spend
the day because of their enthusiasm to support a
charity that meant something special to them. Each
year our Club presents them with the opportunity to
walk through beautiful countryside and to raise money
to support THEIR charity.

Alzheimers Society			
BBC Children in Need		
Breakthrough Breast Cancer		
British Heart Foundation		
Cancer Research			
Canine Partners			
CLIC Sargent			
Countess Mountbatten Hospice
Cygnets Playgroup			
Dentaid				
Edwina Mountbatten, Leonora
Childrens’ Foundation		
Headway Salisbury			
Jake’s Mission			
Jane Scarth House			
Macmillan Cancer			
Mountbatten School Rugby Trip
Naomi House			
Oracle Cancer			
Ossie Newell Foundation		
Rose Road				
Simon Says				
Southampton Hospital Charity
St John Ambulance			
Stillbirth and Neonatal Death
Save the Children			

Behind the scenes the team that organises the walk is
ensuring that everything runs smoothly - the route has
been checked and signposted, toilets are strategically
placed, the marshals are briefed, transport to the start
points organised, St John Ambulance are on hand
for emergencies and, most importantly all walkers are
registered.
Since the walk in October the money raised has
been collected and, where appropriate, Gift Aid has
been claimed. By early December we were able to
send cheques totalling £33,000 to the charities for
which more than £500 had been raised. The table
shows the 26 beneficiaries. Some are large national
charities and others are small and local but all
are important to someone who used the Walk as a
fundraiser. The final monies are still being collected
but we know that over £62,000 will have been raised
in a single day and supported by an entire year of
planning by the Walk the Test Way team.

£1600
£ 750
£ 600
£1050
£3500
£ 500
£ 900
£1150
£1250
£ 750
£1400
£1000
£ 900
£2500
£1000
£1200
£1300
£4750
£ 650
£1850
£1700
£ 550
£ 650
£ 550
£ 700

For more about the Walk see
http://walkthetestway.org.uk

This was the last year for which Greg Hall has led that
team. Thank you Greg! For 2017 his place will be
taken by Sandy Dunn.

Walk the Test Way 2017
Sunday October 8th
We look forward to seeing you and helping YOUR charity
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Two Clubs
Working together

Dictionaries4Life

Romsey is fortunate to have many voluntary groups working to help make the town a great place to live and work.
It also has TWO Rotary groups: the Rotary Club of Romsey founded in 1948 and our club, now “only” 27 years
old. Together that means there are almost 90 Rotarians
in the town. In the past months we have started two joint
initiatives.
The first is what
we plan to be the
start of a group
of Rotary friends
and supporters
who will meet
regularly for just
an hour to learn
about what we
do and to share
their ideas and
concerns with us. The first meeting of this, the Rotary
Community Group was in early November at Asante in
Latimer Walk and was attended by 17 guests all of whom
agreed that they wished the initiative to continue. So we
are starting to plan the next meeting for March 23rd. If you
would like to learn more please
contact Jon Livingstone (family@livingstonehome.co.uk)
Our two clubs will also
jointly
sponsor
a
junior
organ scholarship at Romsey
Abbey. The £500 per year for
3 years will support specialist lessons, travel and the cost
of music for the scholar, Henry
Roberts.
The Abbey has a magnificent
organ originally installed by J.W.Walker in 1858. This
picture of the console shows the challenge that Henry
faces and we shall continue to report on his progress
You can learn more about the Walker organ at http://www.
npor.org.uk/NPORView.html?RI=N11434 where it is described as a “very significant and distinguished organ”.

For the fifth successive year we have taken part in the
Dictionary4Life project, giving copies of the Usborne
Illustrated English Dictionary to children in year four in the
primary schools around Romsey. Numbers are increasing
each year as new houses are built and families move in.
This year we handed out 257 books to Ampfield, Awbridge,
Cupernham, Halterworth, Romsey Abbey, Romsey Primary
and Wellow. The enthusiasm and anticipation that the children have for their books is amazing. This year we were
very glad to have partial funding from the Romsey branch
of Hays Travel whose staff came along to help.
The books for 2017 are on order so we look forward to more
excitement from children - and teachers.

Rotary Shoeboxes
Each year we take part in this Rotary project to send gifts
in shoeboxes to needy children mostly in eastern Europe.
Each year over the half-term holiday children from Wellow
Primary provide a large fraction of the boxes we collect
and fill them with things that they, as children, would like to
receive.

Thank-you
As we start 2017 it is time to
thank the various local businesses that have helped us in
2016 either with funding or practical support - so thank you to
• Hays Travel
• Wheelers Travel
• Coffee Bean Company
• Foto Gems / Photo Flair
• Asante
All of this support helps us to do more for Romsey

This year the club also helped by taking a lorry packed with
almost 2000 of the shoeboxes, already sorted into shipping
boxes, to Dover from where they would travel to their final
destination, Zambia, where they brought joy to the hearts of
children at Christmas.
Thank you Wellow School and everyone else who prepared
a shoebox.
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Dentaid
working closer to home
Our Club has a long history of working with Landford-based
charity, Dentaid; first with designing and building a low-cost
portable dental chair and then launching and promoting
the Rotary Dentaid box - a dental surgery in a wheelie bin
primarily for use in rural overseas locations.

Peace Jam 2016
The peaceful resolution of conflict at all scales from international to disagreements between individuals is of
enormous importance. Work on conflict resolution is one
of Rotary’s less well-known activities. Rotary funds Peace
scholars who attend advanced University courses, many in
the world-renowned department in the University of Bradford.
Activities related to conflict resolution are not restricted to
adults and we are working with local secondary (Mountbatten and Romsey Schools) and primary schools (Halterworth, Awbridge and Wellow) who are keen to be involved.

We’re now pleased to be supporting a new Dentaid project
that will provide dental care in the UK for vulnerable people,
including rough-sleepers, for whom access to dentistry is
very difficult. A van has now been fitted out and proudly
carries the Rotary Club of Romsey Test logo. Dentaid will
be working with the Salisbury-based Trussell Trust to plan
the use of the van in 2017.
Rotary support for Dentaid is now spreading nationally
thanks to presentations at Rotary conferences. If you would
like to find more please go to the Dentaid web site.

Starting New At Golf (SNAG)

For the older students this will involve attending what is
know as the Rotary Peace Jam that in 2017 will conveniently be held in the University of Winchester. These are
high profile events and are supported by winners of the
Nobel Peace Prize. The one in Winchester will be
attended by Leymah Gbowee whose Nobel Peace Laureate was awarded
for her role in ending the 14 year civil
war in Liberia
In November we
had a talk from
past Rotary District
Governor Caroline
Millman who told us
about the plans for
Peace Jam 2017
and since then we have been given a grant from Rotary
Wessex that will support the students from Mountbatten
and Romsey Schools to attend the event.
If you would like to learn more about Peace Jam please
contact Stewart Mitchell.

In the last Newsletter we reported how we had agreed
to fund talented young local golfer Warren to attend the
Special Olympics at the University of Sheffield in 2017.
(Warren has both dyslexia and autism). Warren has worked
hard to qualify as a coach for the SNAG system to introduce
people of ALL
ability levels to
the game of golf.
Warren and his
mother
Dawn
came to tell us
about SNAG and
about his plans
and we were
pleased to be
able to present
him with a cheque
that will help him
attend the Special
Olympics.

Remember the summer?

We were very pleased to be able to present Romsey Town
Mayor, Cllr. John Parker, with a cheque for £750 in support of his charities. This represents the proceeds of last
July’s Rotary Mayor’s Picnic and Duck Race. We look
forward to seeing you at the 2017 Picnic on Sunday July
2nd.
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Postscript

What a pantomime!

Were you ever stuck in a lift?
This photo from a recent
talk to our club shows what
happens when you’re moving
a helicopter to the flight deck
of an aircraft carrier and the
lift fails.

About our Club and about Rotary

As we have done for several years, in December we took
30 Young Carers and helpers from Romsey to a performance of Aladdin at the Salisbury Playhouse. They all had
a very enjoyable and noisy time, both in the theatre and
in the two Test Valley Community Services minibuses we
rented. Much food, ice cream and pop was consumed.

The Rotary Club of Romsey Test was started in 1990 and presently has 58 members (2 honorary). The Club was an offshoot
of the Rotary Club of Romsey (the lunchtime club) that meets on
Tuesday lunchtimes at the White Horse hotel. We are part of Rotary International and Rotary International of Britain and Ireland.

This was a valuable opportunity for these children who
have the responsibilty of caring for siblings or parents,
to get together and have a relaxed time with their friends
and to live like normal children for a few hours.

Looks expensive doesn’t it!

We are guided by the principle of
Service above Self

Progress on Polio

The Club’s activities focus on

The global campaign to end the scourge
of polio (a partnership between Rotary
International, the Gates Foundation
and the World Health Organisation)
has made significant progress in 2016
thanks to the use of new vaccines and
to ambitious and sustained immunisation campaigns.

• Community Service – dealing with service to the local
community
• Fund-raising – our major fundraising event is Walk the
Test Way.
• Youth Opportunities - working with young people around
Romsey
• International – dealing with our international giving and
including our partnership with Dentaid to produce the
Rotary Dentaid Box.
• Foundation - Rotary Foundation is Rotary’s own charity
and deals with such global projects as the eradication of
polio.
• Club Service - responsible for running the club.
• Membership - recruitment and retention.
• Communication - internal and external

Worldwide there were only 35 cases of the strain WPV1
in 2016 a marked reduction from. the 70 cases in 2015.
• Pakistan 19 cases down from. 51 cases
• Afghanistan 12 cases down from 19 cases
• Nigeria 4 cases (These were identified in the
Northern States where Boko Haram had made access difficult but there have been no new cases since
August.)
Eradication is getting ever closer.

• Sports and Social

Who’s Who (July 2016 to June 2017)
President
		
Senior Vice President
Junior Vice President
Community Service
Membership
Youth Opportunities
Fundraising 		
International
Rotary Foundation
Sports and Social
Communication		
Business Partners
Hon Secretary
Trust Fund Treasurers
Club Treasurer

Tony Trowsdale
Jon Livingstone
Stuart Wineberg
Stuart Wineberg
Sandy Dunn
Steve Irish
Sandy Dunn
Philip Kirkland
Stewart Mitchell
Tony Abbott
John Gould
Keith Cameron
Roger Shepherd
John Jones, David Upton
Paul Grainger

Diary

Date	
  
Wed	
  Jan	
  18	
  
Wed	
  Feb	
  8	
  	
  
Wed	
  Mar	
  1	
  
10-‐12	
  Mar	
  
Sat	
  11	
  Mar	
  
Thur	
  23	
  Mar	
  
Sat	
  22	
  Apr	
  
	
  
Sun	
  2	
  Jul	
  
Sun	
  8	
  Oct	
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Weekly	
  meetings	
  are	
  normally	
  in	
  Romsey	
  Town	
  Hall	
  19.00	
  for	
  1930	
  
First	
  Wednesday	
  each	
  month	
  is	
  a	
  Business	
  Meeting.	
  	
  	
  
Major	
  events	
  in	
  bold	
  
Speaker/	
  
Speaker	
  topic	
  or	
  event	
  
Venue	
  
organiser	
  
Youth	
  Speaks	
  local	
  heat	
  
Fred	
  Stanley	
  
Romsey	
  Town	
  Hall	
  
Test	
  Valley	
  School.	
  
Youth	
  Speaks	
  Group	
  5	
  Heats	
  	
  
	
  
Stockbridge	
  
Young	
  Technologist	
  
Bill	
  Gidley	
  
Crosfield	
  Hall,	
  Romsey	
  
Peace	
  Jam	
  
	
  
University	
  Winchester	
  
Reminiscences	
  of	
  Romsey	
  
Jon	
  Livingstone	
  
Crosfield	
  Hall	
  
Rotary	
  Community	
  Group	
  
Jon	
  Livingstone	
  
TBC	
  
Know	
  Your	
  Blood	
  Pressure	
  Day	
  
	
  
Cornmarket,	
  Romsey	
  
Start	
  of	
  Tell	
  us	
  your	
  Wish	
  
Mayors	
  Picnic	
  
Brian	
  Davies	
  
Memorial	
  Park,	
  Romsey	
  
Walk	
  the	
  Test	
  Way	
  
The	
  Walk	
  Team	
  
	
  

	
  

Number 15 - January 2017

